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May 10, 2018 
 
 
Ms. Linda Darling-Hammond, Chair 
California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) 
1900 Capitol Avenue  
Sacramento, CA 95811-4213 
  

RE: Request to Investigate and Remove Ref Rodriguez from the California Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing 

  
Dear Chair Darling-Hammond: 
 
We write to request that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) investigate 
several serious felony and misdemeanor charges, and conflict-of-interest allegations, involving 
Refugio (Ref) Rodriguez and take appropriate action up to and including removing him from the 
CTC. We are also concerned about Rodriguez’s current status as an appointed public 
representative for the CTC. We have made unsuccessful attempts to confirm with Commission 
staff as to whether Rodriguez is currently a member of the Commission.  
 
We represent Concerned Parents of LAUSD - a network of parents, educators, students and 
community members, and the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) – a non-profit 
organization committed to social and economic justice for nearly 25 years.  
 
Ref Rodriguez was appointed to this Commission in July 2013. We understand that the mission 
of the CTC is to ensure integrity, relevance, and high quality in the preparation, certification, 
and discipline of the educators who serve all of California’s diverse students. The CTC serves as 
a state standards board for educator preparation for our state’s public schools, the licensing 
and credentialing of professional educators in the State, the enforcement of professional 
practices of educators, and the discipline of credential holders.  
 
We believe that Ref Rodriguez is unable to perform his duties as a public representative of the 
Commission. Ref Rodriguez has a preliminary hearing scheduled for July 23, 2018 in criminal 
court, and he currently faces 3 felony and 25 misdemeanor charges involving alleged political 
campaign money laundering. In addition, the Los Angeles District Attorney’s office has 
expanded its investigation of Rodriguez to include separate conflict-of-interest allegations that 
involve over $285,000. Making matters worse, as recently as March 16, 2018, Rodriguez was 
arrested on suspicion of public intoxication, was detained for over 5 hours, and subsequently 
released without citation or charge. It is also important to note that the allegations of campaign 
money laundering and self-dealing involve incidents that occurred during a time when 
Rodriguez was already a member of the CTC. (See attached CA v. Rodriguez, No. BA460879; LA 
City Ethics Commission Accusation, Respondent Rodriguez, No. 2015-12; PUC Schools Complaint 
to California Fair Political Practices Commission; and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
Inmate Information, Booking No. 5249271). 
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These legal problems have severely damaged Rodriguez’s standing and credibility as a public 
representative. To date, Rodriguez has not publicly addressed any of the criminal charges nor 
conflict-of-interest allegations against him. Ironically, he has commented more about his arrest 
on public intoxication than any of the allegations of campaign money laundering or self-dealing.  
 
We cannot expect Rodriguez to enforce high standards for our teachers when he is unable to 
uphold them himself. His lack of transparency and his silence calls into question his ability to 
fairly review the licensing, credentialing and disciplining of teachers. Rodriguez’s own 
colleagues on the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Board of Education have asked 
him to take a leave of absence because his legal problems interfere with the District’s mission. 
(See attached Statement from LAUSD School Board President Monica Garcia, Vice President Nick 
Melvoin and Board Member Kelly Gonez). In addition, we have collected over 2,000 signatures 
from online and hard copy petitions calling for Rodriguez to resign. Many of the signers are 
residents of his district that previously voted for Rodriguez, but are frustrated by his poor 
judgement and silence. Rodriguez has ignored the clear sentiment of fellow board members as 
well as the public at large, and has refused to resign from the LAUSD School Board. (See 
attached Statement from Ref Rodriguez). Most recently, Rodriguez was the source of public 
controversy in the Board’s closed-door appointment of a new Superintendent over substantial 
concerns about his role as the decisive swing vote in that process. (See attached Statement 
from LAUSD School Board Member Scott Schmerelson). His legal problems undermine the 
public’s confidence in important decisions of the LAUSD School Board as well as the CTC. 
  
For the above-stated reasons, we do not believe Ref Rodriguez is fit to serve on the California 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing. We urge the CTC to initiate its own independent 
investigation into Rodriguez’s actions, and take all corrective measures deemed necessary, 
including his removal from the Commission. It is important that the public have confidence that 
the decisions that Rodriguez made while serving on the CTC were not improperly influenced by 
any of the incidents that are currently under investigation. We also request a public 
confirmation of Rodriguez’s current status on this Commission.  
 
We appreciate your commitment to upholding the quality of instruction that our students 
receive in California. We appreciate the opportunity to express our concerns about Rodriguez’s 
serious legal and ethical problems. We hope that an investigation of Ref Rodriguez by the 
Commission will help in some measure to restore the public trust that he has broken. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
XITLALI BRAVO-SOZA    RUDY GONZALVES, ESQ. 
Parent and Member     Director, Education Campaign 
Concerned Parents of LAUSD   Los Angeles Alliance for New Economy (LAANE) 
 
CC:   Mary Vixie Sandy and CTC Commissioners 
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Attachments: 
 Los Angeles County Superior Court, CA v. Rodriguez, No. BA460879 
 Los Angeles City Ethics Commission Accusation, Respondent Rodriguez, No. 2015-12  
 California Fair Political Practices Commission, PUC Schools Conflict of Interest Complaint 
 Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Inmate Information, Booking No. 5249271 
 Statement from LAUSD School Board President Monica Garcia, Vice President Nick Melvoin 

and Board Member Kelly Gonez, dated 10/24/2017 
 Statement from Ref Rodriguez, dated 10/24/2017 
 Statement from LAUSD School Board Member Scott Schmerelson, dated 5/1/2018 
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LOS ANGELES CITY ETHICS COMMISSION 

N     E     W     S 
…preserving the public trust 

 
 
For Immediate Release: September 13, 2017 Contact: David Tristan 
  Deputy Executive Director 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FINDS PROBABLE CAUSE  
AGAINST REFUGIO RODRIGUEZ AND ELIZABETH MELENDREZ 

 
Executive Director Heather Holt has determined that probable cause exists to believe that 

Refugio Rodriguez (Rodriguez) violated campaign finance laws by engaging in political money 
laundering and that Elizabeth Melendrez (Melendrez) violated campaign finance laws by aiding and 
abetting Rodriguez in that political money laundering.      

 
The attached accusation was served on the parties on September 6, 2017.  It details the laws 

that were allegedly violated and sets forth the acts with which Rodriguez and Melendrez are 
charged.  Each is charged with 25 acts of laundering funds into Rodriguez’s primary campaign 
committee during his 2015 campaign for the District 5 seat on the Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board of Education.   

 
The Ethics Commission staff initiated an investigation after receiving a whistleblower 

complaint.  During the investigation, staff reviewed Rodriguez’s campaign contributions and 
committee records, contacted alleged contributors, interviewed campaign staff and volunteers, and 
analyzed financial documents.  Director of Enforcement Sergio Perez then determined that an 
enforcement action should be initiated and that a referral to the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s office was appropriate.  

 
A public announcement of the attached accusation is required by law.  Rodriguez and 

Melendrez are presumed innocent of any violation, unless they stipulate to entry of an order or a 
violation is proved through an administrative hearing process.  Following an administrative hearing, 
the members of the Ethics Commission must determine whether the alleged violations occurred and, 
if so, what penalty should apply.  The maximum penalty that the Ethics Commission may levy in 
this matter is $5,000 per violation. 

 
A final determination regarding whether a violation occurred may only be made by the 

members of the Ethics Commission.  The Ethics Commission and its staff may not comment on a 
pending enforcement matter.  
 

_______________________ 
 

The Ethics Commission was created by Los Angeles voters in 1990 to impartially administer and 
enforce the City’s governmental ethics, campaign financing, and lobbying laws. 























FPPC Complaint 

Non-Sworn Complaint – You will not receive any notifications regarding your 
complaint, but may be contacted for more information. Your complaint is a public document. 

Your Contact Information:  

Greg Moser, Esq. 
Procopio, Cory Hargreaves & Savitch, LLP  
525 B. Street, Suite 2200 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Greg.Moser@procopio.com 
619 515 3208 

Respondent Information:  

Individual  

Position/Office Held (if applicable): Paid Officer of Partnerships to Uplift Communities  
Jurisdiction (if applicable): Charter School 
First Name: Ref 
Last Name: Rodriguez 
Address:  
Email: ref@refrodriguez.com 
Phone Number:  

Violation Type: Conflict of Interest  

Violation Code Section: General Rule 87100  

Explanation of Violation: Ref Rodriguez participated in several transactions in his 
official capacity which he had a personal financial interest.  

It appears Ref Rodriguez was the paid President/CEO of Partners for Developing Futures, 
a Delaware non-profit corporation (PDF), during the relevant periods described here, as indicated 
in its 2011 and 2012 tax returns, Form 990-PF, filed by PDF. (PDF 2011 and 2012 990-PF) It is 
believed that PDF did not file tax returns for 2013, 2014, and 2015. However, both the 2013 and 
2015 Statements of Information filed by PDF with the California Secretary of State still listed 
Ref Rodriguez as the CEO. (May 6, 2013, Filed Statement of Information for PDF; February 11, 
2015, Filed Statement of Information for PDF) 

Ref Rodriguez was also a founder of Partnerships to Uplift Communities (PUC) charter 
schools, which operate under  Partnerships to Uplift Communities Los Angeles, Partnerships to 
Uplift Communities Lake View Terrace, and Partnerships to Uplift Communities Valley, each a 
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California nonprofit public benefit corporation. PUC employed Ref Rodriguez in varying 
capacities from 2008 through 2015. (Employment History of Ref Rodriguez with PUC) 
Specifically, during 2014, Ref Rodriguez was the paid treasurer of the PUC nonprofit 
corporations. (Employment History of Ref Rodriguez with PUC) 

During 2014, it appears Ref Rodriguez requested and/or arranged, on behalf of PDF, and 
then authorized and signed multiple checks on behalf of PUC, transferring funds to PDF. (May 
30, 2014, PUC Schools Fundraising Check Request Form and Related Records; June 2, 2014, 
PUC Schools AP Check Request Form and Related Records; June 3, 2014, PUC Schools 
Fundraising Check Request Forms and Related Records; October 3, 2014, Checks from PUC to 
PDF) The transfers were ostensibly for “reimbursement” of consulting services related to a 
program to develop, train, and mentor public school leaders, called the LEAD Program under an 
agreement between PDF and PUC.  (MOU between PDF and PUC, Development and Piloting 
Leadership for Excellence, Accountability and Diversity)  

Although the agreement called for the creation and implementation of a leadership 
development program beginning in 2012, it is believed that the agreement was not presented to 
PUC or executed until 2014. The amounts paid by PUC and PUC charter schools to PDF totaled 
approximately $265,629.86. (May 30, 2014, PUC Schools Fundraising Check Request Form and 
Related Records; June 2, 2014, PUC Schools AP Check Request Form and Related Records; 
June 3, 2014, PUC Schools Fundraising Check Request Forms and Related Records; October 3, 
2014, Checks from PUC to PDF)  

Secondly, during early 2014, Ref Rodriguez also signed checks transferring PUC or PUC 
charter school funds to Better 4 You Fundraising, a California corporation. (March 10, 2014, 
Check from CALS Charter Middle School to Better 4 You Fundraising; May 15, 2014, Check 
from PUC to Better 4 You Fundraising) It now appears Ref Rodriguez has, and may have had, a 
financial interest in Better 4 You Fundraising based on his November 6, 2014, Form 700, filed 
when he took office on the Los Angeles Unified School District school board. If he had an 
interest in Better 4 You Fundraising in 2014, PUC was not aware of it.  These amounts totaled 
approximately $20,400.00. (March 10, 2014, Check from CALS Charter Middle School to Better 
4 You Fundraising; May 15, 2014, Check from PUC to Better 4 You Fundraising) 

An agreement was also entered between LAUSD and PUC/PDF to provide LAUSD 
services related to the LEAD Program. (December 5, 2014, Agreement for Professional Services 
between LAUSD, PDF, and PUC) It is believed LAUSD issued a check in an approximate 
amount of $27,000.00 to PUC.. The agreement was signed by Ref Rodriguez on behalf of both 
PUC and PDF. (December 5, 2014 Agreement for Professional Services between LAUSD, PDF, 
and PUC) 

Witness First Name: Jacqueline  
Witness Last Name: Elliot 
Street Address: PUC Schools Home Office, 1405 North San Fernando Blvd., Suite 303 
City: Burbank 
State: CA 
Zip: 91504 
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Phone: (818) 559-7699 
Email: j.elliot@pucschools.org  
Information this Witness Can Provide: Jacqueline Elliot is a co-founder of the PUC 

organization and may have more records/information related to the transactions.  

Witness First Name: Lisa    
Witness Last Name: Tovar 
Street Address: PUC Schools Home Office, 1405 North San Fernando Blvd., Suite 303 
City: Burbank 
State: CA 
Zip: 91504 
Phone: (818) 559-7699 
Email: l.tovar@pucschools.org  
Information this Witness Can Provide: Lisa Tovar may have more records/information 

related to the transactions.  





 

 

 

 

News Statement 
 
For Immediate Release       Date: October 24, 2017 
          

Statement by LAUSD School Board President Mónica García 
Vice President Nick Melvoin and Board Member Kelly Gonez 

 
We serve the people of Greater Los Angeles because we believe there is a better path 
for the children of our great district. Unfortunately, the serious allegations against Dr. Ref 
Rodriguez distract from that critical mission. Nobody should be tried in the press or the 
court of public opinion without having a fair hearing. But in order to keep making 
progress towards our goal of 100% graduation, we have asked Dr. Rodriguez to take a 
leave of absence from the Board. As with any employee of the district who is accused of 
misconduct, this allows for a quicker resolution while enabling the District to continue its 
work. 

 
### 

Los Angeles Unified School District 
Board of Education 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
333 South Beaudry Avenue, 24

th
 Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 
achieve.lausd.net 
 

 

 





 

Los Angeles Unified School District Scott M. Schmerelson  
Board of Education                Board Member, District 3  

  
     

       

     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            May 1, 2018  

CONTACT: Arlene Irlando, 213-241-8333  

  

STATEMENT FROM BOARD MEMBER SCOTT SCHMERELSON  

REGARDING THE SELECTION OF LAUSD SUPERINTENDENT  

On April 20, by the slimmest majority possible, four members of the LAUSD Board of Education 
(Garcia, Melvoin, Vladovic, Rodriguez) voted to authorize negotiations for an employment contract 
with Mr. Austin Beutner as the General Superintendent of the District.  I did not vote for Mr. Beutner.  
  

Today, a three-year contract for Mr. Beutner was considered for action. In good conscience, as an 
elected trustee for this District and a retired educator who served the children of LAUSD for over three 
decades, I again voted “no” on the selection of Mr. Beutner.  
  

I do not believe that Austin Beutner, who has absolutely no experience in the field of public education, 
is qualified to manage the largest school district in the nation with an elected Board. He has never 
taught in a public school, never managed a public school, has no instructional background, and has 
never worked for a school district of any size. The Board majority refused to exercise due diligence 
regarding Mr. Beutner’s lengthy and tangled business affairs including the disputed delivery of services 
and breach of a $3 million contract between LAUSD and Vision to Learn, an organization that he 
founded and continues to lead.  
 
I apologize to the dedicated parents and constituents who have been advocating for a voice in the 
superintendent selection process. I am especially addressing those who have been expressing their 
frustration with the lack of transparency during the last ten days, when every member of the Board 
knew that a decision had already been made while pretending to be maintaining an open mind toward 
all the candidates who were deemed finalists. These ten days have been extremely painful for me 
personally.  
  

It's easy to talk about putting kids first.  But, I believe that the Board majority has forced a process and 
made a decision that clearly overlooks the well-being of our kids in favor of a political agenda that I will 
continue to resist as the duly elected Board Member representing BD 3.  

 

### 
333 South Beaudry Avenue, 24th Floor / Los Angeles, California  90017  

Telephone (213) 241-8333     Facsimile  (213) 241-8467     E-Mail:scott.schmerelson@lausd.net  
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